EA RTH,WORLD




MANIFESTO

In pursuit of beauty ... a single brush stroke should suffice.

a building should be simple; yet provocative and dynamic.

...a building should be an emotional experience

...move you

...technology and program guide the process

...a building defines the inhabitant’s relationship to the world itself..,
the way it's entered...

an existential reference...

space should embrace technology, culture, style,
nafure and context

space should...
...pay homage to the site,
...have respect for function,
...embrace the natural and humanmade order,
...be harmonious with nature and climate
...pay service to aesthetic values...
Proportion, Light, Shade, Mood, Texture, Atmosphere

li

WwOor

Al

edar

:

!




< SOPHIA GRAY
MEMORIAL LECTURE
& EXHIBITION

In the Making of Meaningful Things

André Eksteen & Braam de Villiers

earthworld architects

sl

ear

fourth revolution

$SOPHIA GRAY
MEMORIAL LECTURE
& EXHIBITION

35th Recipient

22 August 2024

sl NG | QPurs

*



PUBLIC

FUTURE AFRICA HUB

FUTURE AFRICA CONFERENCE CENTER
FUTURE AFRICA HOUSING UNITS

FUTURE AFRICA RESEARCH COMMONS
CENTENARY BUILDING

UNIZULU

BELGIUM EMBASSY

ROYAL THAI EMBASSY

HIGH COMMISSION OF CANADA SOLAR

COMMERCIAL

[-CAT OFFICES

LUCKY BREAD MENLYN MAINE
LUCKY BREAD CASTLE GATE
LUCKY BREAD VILLGAGE
STORTEMELK HYDRO STATION
FOGHOUND INTERACTIVE
TRIBECA COFFEE FACTORY

LUCKY BREAD FACTORY COMPLEX
TRIBECA FACTORY TRADE MODEL 12
PLYWOOD OFFICE

INOAR

KO SPAZA

RESIDENTIAL

CONCRETE HOUSE
WATERFALL HOUSE 1
BOSVELD FARM HOUSE
PLYWOOD HOUSE
ROWAN STREET
COURTYARD HOUSE
FLOATING CONCRETE BOX
HIGHVELD HOUSE

BLOCK HOUSE

WATERFALL HOUSE 2
BRICK VAULT HOUSE
FLOATING TIMBER BOX
GROENKLOOF HOUSE
HOUSE Z

20TH CENTURY MODERNIST PRESERVATION
BUSHVELD HOUSE
BUSHVELD STEEL HOUSE
WALL STREET RESIDENTIAL
FLOATING CONCRETE ROOF
THAI RESIDENCE
STRUBENKOP SANCTUARY
CSCC DREAM HOUSE
HOUSE ALTO

06

38

71

INTERIORS
COMMERCIAL

TRAILWOLF

SKUKUZA SAFARI LODGE
TRIBECA ORIGINAL

TRIBECA STANDARD

TRIBECA MALL OF AFRICA
LUCKY BREAD MALL OF AFRICA
LUCKY BREAD BROOKLYN
LUCKY BREAD MIDSTREAM
NANDO’S CASTLE GATE
NANDO’S SAVANNAH MALL
NANDO’S QUEENSTOWN
NANDO’S TUBATSE CROSSING
NANDO’S HILLCREST

NANDO’S COMARO CROSSING
CAPITAL RADIOLOGY LIFE GROENKLOOF

PUBLICATIONS

MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS, ARTICLES AND BOOKS

RECOGNITION

AWARDS
THE TEAM

132

154
158



The brief called for the design of an environment
that would facilitate and enhance transdisciplinary
research within the African context. The facility
should be a place where collective research is
done with a strong focus on science leadership
development. The Hub is a space where the whole
campus can congregate, eat, and share ideas.

A complete plywood structural portal system

- designed in detail and modeled three-
dimensionally in the architect’s offices, and then
sent to CNC (Computer Numerical Control)
Machines for cutting and manufacturing of site
components, and then rapidly assembled on-site.

Future Africa is to provide an integrated live-work
environment for postdoctoral students from all
cultures and backgrounds, fostering fellowship,
understanding, and collaboration among the
vast diversity of cultures and disciplines on our
continent.

The facility consists of 280 one, two, and three-
bedroom living units with four communal living
and cooking areas and a creche. Additionally,
it includes a Central Hall (Future Africa Hub), a
Research Commons, and a Conference Facility
(250-seater auditorium with two 50-seater multi-
purpose rooms and six break-away room:s, all
linked to the auditorium and doubling up as
translation booths).

The environment resulting from the development
must foster community, ownership, participation,
and thought integration through spatial
fransparency, democracy, and choice. The
conventional approach at universities calls for
clusters of buildings with some shared facilities
central to the residential units, which sfill creates
islands and isolation. The reimagining of this
typology called for centralized spaces for
interaction, which would facilitate collaboration,
cultural interaction, and friendship. Central fo the
collaboration/communal facilities are food and
its preparation. With the vast cultural diversity

on our confinent, the idea of sharing thoughts
around “dinner tables” was at the core of the
organization. The landscape design also formed
part of the system by reintroducing 56 orphan
crops and allowing foraging to explore alternative
cuisines and creative interaction around new
tastes, textures, and colours.

FUTURE AFRICA
HUB

PRETORIA
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The Future Africa Conference
Facility consists of a 250-seater
auditorium, two 50-seater multi-
purpose rooms, and six break-away
rooms linked to the auditorium, also
doubling up as translation booths. A
complete plywood portal structural
system was designed in detail and
_ modeled three-dimensionally in
R | W4V - I‘" - T T the architect’s offices. It was then
o AN T mdl = W“”l'““ |m | i sent to CNC (computer numerical
Imll'||1mﬂyn[|1n i i m]lﬂ’f Akt control) machines for cutting and
. .'i i.'I?' . w mﬁ.nﬁfoc’ruring %r;-si’re corgr)c(;nen’rs,
=Ly PR | / i v ’ which were rapidly assembled on
-__-":'“""-L“—-—__.___'-—-—-—_—____:_______. i Sl NN E e site. The extensive use of timber
in the entire building was an
imperative sustainable strategy.
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Spatialerganization went against thé norm for ™

hostel/communal living environments, where
isolated blocks with either.8 or 16 rooms are

F U T U R E A F R I C A organized alongside small kitchen and living
areas. Although the living units are comfortable
and allow for private contemplative activity, the

H O U s I N G _ circulation is through the commundal living areas,

W

which also house communalkifchens.

U N I T S The housing complex consists of 280 one,

two, and three-bedroom living units. The

electronic models were shared with the precast
manufacturer. Precast concrete elements were
manufactured 11 km off-site and then brought to

P R ET O R l A the site for on-site assembly with cranes.

Earthworld
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On a micro scale, the Centenary BUIEIRG™ s
engages with its neighbors by consciously
responding to their diversity in scale, proportion,
and finishes. It overtly acknowledges the
adjacent neo-modern Law Faculty Building and
continues its deliberate street front and axes.
Furthermore, the Centenary Building gives equal
prominence to internal and external space,
with much of the circulation occurring on the
exterior — a gesture purposely establishing a
public interface between the complex and

its surroundings. The Centenary Building also

reacts to existing pedestrian patterns, resulting
in different CircUIGt o ToUtesIeNEiNe SO f v
access, which substantially contribute to its
formal modulation. On a macro scale, the
building draws inspiration from other celebrated
structures in its proximity, partficularly the
sculptural modernist examples by Jooste and
Sandrock. The ultimate merit of the Centenary
Building, however, lies'in the creation of a micro-
regionalism through the perceptive disfillation of
a design idiom specific to the University of Pretoria
campus.
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economic model that infegrates community
development intoithe‘ecapital project itself.

This strafegy focuses on sustainable growth
through local material use, skill development,
and inclusive participation. Micro-Factories and
Local Empowerment: Terfiary componenis.are
manufactured by loeal subconiractors through
micro-factories established . within the community.
These factories=Use local materials, produce )
computer-aided design components for efficient &
assembly, and Focus on single-component
production for streamlined operations.

A mentorship and fraining program led by
architects, contractors, and graduates—supports
factory owners in operations and development,
ensuring long-term sustainability beyond the
project’'s completion.

== The University of Zululand's Richards Bay Campus

¥ is located in an urban coastal town, positioned
at the edge of the urban-suburban fabric and

J 4l forming a stfrong connection to the natural

S landscape of Richards Bay. The new Engineering

Building is envisioned as a landmark and urban

anchor for both the campus and the surrounding

community. Due to the scale of the program,

the building has been"designed-modularly:

allowing phased.construetioniover several years.

The complex includes lecture halls, offices,

and fraining.laboratories, creating a vibrant

environment where learning, collaboration, and

innovation intersect. Importantly, the building

is not only a space for education but also a

i catalyst for community engagement—both

i during.construction.and insits final form.

¢ ‘Earthworld Architects proposes an alternative

Earthworld
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PRETORIA

ROYAL
THAI
EMBASSY

The aristocratic dwelling was built af
the beginning of the 20th century.
The original features include a

grand timber staircase, numerous
ornate fireplaces, built-in classical
joinery, and a grand room with
exposed detailed frusses. The design
approach was to peel back the
layers of add-ons and identfify,
preserve, and restore precious
heritage fabric, such as fireplaces,
brass ironmongery, picture rails,
doors, louvers, joinery, and timber
floors. The new addition’s aesthetic is
distinctively modern, showcasing the
juxtaposition between the new and
the old.

The main objective was to
modernize the entire building from
an energy-efficiency and building-
services perspective, infroducing
and upgrading artificial lighting,
mechanical ventilation, and IT
infrastructure. A custom timber

free pergola was added fo the
existing main courtyard, allowing for
additional public space that can
be used year-round. We closely
collaborated with the clients,
incorporating symbolic Thai patterns
onto the hanging panels to create a
sense of ownership for the building’s
current inhabitants. The project’s
end result is a sensitive fusion of
opposites: a marriage between old
and new, between an old home and
a contemporary office, becoming

a flagship representation of what a
21st-century embassy in South Africa
should embody.

Earthworld
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HIGH
COMMISION
OF CANADA
SOLAR

PRETORIA
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Earthworld Architects has undertaken a wide
range of engineering-integrated architectural
projects, with a strong focus on sustainable
energy solutions, including solar photovoltaic

(PV) systems and hydroelectric power plants.

A key philosophy in their infrastructure work is

the seamless integration of engineering and
architectural design. This approach ensures that
fechnical systems are not merely functional

but also contribute to a cohesive and inclusive
spatial experience—avoiding the appearance of
being overly “engineered.”One such project is a
microgrid system designed for an embassy, which
integrates new photovoltaic panels and inverters
with the existing power infrastructure, including
backup generators. To house the solar panels,

a series of steel carport roofs were designed.
These structures take the form of stylized, free-like
steel frames, offering both structural efficiency
and architectural expression. The result is a solar
installation that is not only functional but also
visually symbolic of growth, sustainability, and
innovation.
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PRETORIA EAST

|-CAT OFFICES

In essence, a building should be sustainable on

all three levels: ecological, social, and economic.
The brief from the client required a building that
could showcase sustainability concepfts - the
values that I-Cat embraces. The design of I-CAT's
new offices and warehouse aims to perform on all
these levels of sustainability. Passive design systems
such as orientation, shading, natural ventilation,
and lighting were carefully considered to create a
strong foundation for the building’s sustainability.
These systems ensure a broader comfort zone for
users. The building’s envelope is oriented directly
to the north, and a courtyard was created on

the southern side to further moderate the climate
during summer. The northern overhang allows for
winter heat gain and summer shading, while the
southern facade permits ample natural light.

A grid-tied photovoltaic system was designed
tfo meet the day-to-day energy demands of the
building. Rainwater from the roofs is collected
and stored in a large underground water tank
buried in the courtyard. All water is pumped from
the tanks to a water filiration plant located in
the warehouse. The design attempts to minimize
building maintenance, and natural materials were
prioritized. A monolithic face brick wall creates
— a bold street facade that is broken up with a
-:“-HIH 7 =7 SR i punched steel window frame, further enhanced
T 4 B /-r i — L el Bl =l by special bricks that form an integrated pattern in
Bl . _

il

the brick facade.

A horizontal concrete box frames the glazing on
the northern facade, serving as a light shelf, and
also profrudes inward to act as desk shelving. A
fimber pole and thermo-treated pine pergola
structure float above the southern courtyard,
which is planted with grass blocks and low water-
usage plants, and further enriched with timber
decks and a linear koi pond. The fever trees
planted in the courtyard will eventually grow
through the pergola structure. A spiral staircase
extends from here to the roof garden, providing an
aerial overview of the pergola and courtyard.
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Menlyn‘Maine,Developers re"cquired a smdll coffee: o
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A complefe plyweod ond steel structural system

was designed in detail, modelled in 3D, and sent
* to CNC machines:for cutting and manufacturing
' off-sitesinto components, which were then rapidly
assembled on-site.
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" PRETORIA

LUCKY
BREAD

CASTLE
GATE

Developer Atterbury Property
reached out to Earthworld to
activate this smaller space in a
larger shopping mall development.
The small pavilion is nestled
between larger commercial

boxes and houses a coffee shop

/ bakery and an interior design
shop. A complete plywood

and steel structural system —
designed in detail and modelled
3-dimensionally in the architect’s
office — then sent to CNC (computer
numerical control) Machines for
cutting and manufacturing of site
in components and then rapidly
assembled on site.
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LUCKY.
BREAD
VILLAGE

HAZEEWOOD Al e e

Lucky Bread Village offered a rare
opportunity to design a corner
pavilion within a vibrant suburbban
streetscape. Over the past decade,
this area in Pretoria has evolved
organically, with former residential
houses fransformed info businesses
and restaurants. The result is a :
collection of iptimate one- and two-
storey-buildings formingswhat is now
known as the Pretoria East Village=
simply, the Villoge In response

creating a rlch eclec’rlc urban
enwronmen’r

Posmoned on mmen’r corner, _
Lucky Bread emerges as.an urbo ’2
e —— ,%Q__‘vmon The de5|gn prioritises
dak_ ] Useanggh_olong both strget-edges,
l | with a floatingfoof providing shade uﬂn /
and comfort. Generous portions of.. . i
"4 the site are given back tothe pub rc
realm, blurfing'the line betwee I L
buildingland street. On fair-weather . | |
days, the fullylo eroble shop" ' gl '
| ~ dissolvgs the beundary between
: inside and ouf, a Iongdhe spcu:.e_

to extend info the s‘Tree y e
Bread braAd is expresse hrq
a sc;ulp’ru a plywoo oof cre i

20 strong orclfﬂ'rec?ﬂreﬂ dentity. .:!5..'.-’
Its fully 3D- mode plywood =~
and steelstrb e was CNC-cut
prefabricated; ond efficient
assembled«on site. Custom Steel
elementsfurther enhance thes
building’s craft and detail>  fpe,

[
4

'ql |||
b 'f'%“ ”"ml{

The resulifs a finely tuned design,
y its urban context and
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C LA R E N S Situated in the rolling foothills of the Drakensberg
Mountains, along the banks of the Ash River,
the Stortemelk Hydroelectric Plant celebrates
the importance it holds in producing clean,
sustainable energy in South Africa. Comprised
S T O R T E M E L K of several building skins, the design approach
is intended to create different experiences of
the plant from the exterior and from within the
H Y D R O interior. Clad in Corten Steel and Polycarbonate
sheeting, the architecture is infended to blend
with its landscape, while still allowing good quality

S T A T I O N light to penetrate the plant’s interior. Arficulating
the facade with slotted window openings

allows for the perception that the electrical
production of the plant is spilling out into the
surrounding environment, creating a beacon in
the landscape.

Upon approaching the site, the Corten Sheeting
reaches up into the skyline, announcing the
building and the adjacent river from a distance.
The lightness of the steel construction is then
contrasted by the more stereotomic design of
the rest of the plant, which protrudes from the
riverbank as a plinth. -

™

)

1

-

b

remmreen | e

Earthworld




Thede5|gnofoco ee shop o
as the buildin

FO@‘FTOUND

INTEBACTIVE

! -‘r-—«-.Y [“‘LLJEJ “LL_E |

N ol = L i : ! - Earthworld




MIDRAND

TRIBECA
COFFEE
FACTORY

A new facility for TriBeCa Company
combined storage warehouses,

a state-of-the-art pod factory,
administrative offices, and a new
micro coffee roaster for Asmara
Coffee.

The two wings were envisioned for
the building, with the productive
spaces taking on a more
stereotomic language to the west,
and the administrative functions
and client interface being a more
accessible glass facade, with a
vegetated screen profecting the
glazing from the early morning
sun. Between these two wings,

the warehouse and coffee-pod
factory served as the infill, allowing
the building fo project the idea
that people and production were
the primary focus of the building,
with storage and manufacturing
becoming the intervening space.

The detailing of the building was
kept in line with what has come

fo represent the architecture

and design of TriBeCa over the
years, namely selecting material
palettes that require little to no
finishing or cladding, and-bespoke
details unique to the identity-of-the
company.

Earthworld
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CENTURION

LUCKY
BREAD

FACTORY
COMPLEX

The intention was to adapfively
re-use as much of the original
fabric without breaking it down.
The careful small-scale intervention
in the building provides a new
lease of life for a derelict factory.
One warehouse was revitalized

as amulfipurpose facility with

g compination of storage and
office space. The addifional space
allows for g Deli to.be addedl/The
other warehouse was revitalized

Qs an artisan bakery for Lucky:
Bread. The bakery has become
their headloffice as well as the
main distribution outlet for all-their
franchise outleis. Additionally, the
bakery has.a factory outletr shop
serving the-surrodnding community’
withall sorts of treats.

Lastly, the bakery boastsiits
tradifional wood-fired pizza/bread
oven,imported from France. It is
all about the making and baking
of food in the fradifional way. The
two buildings are fied together by
the central courtyard space. An
intriguing steel structure with mesh
physically fies the two buildings
together . and forms the base
structure for the indigenous plants
to'creep up and-take total-control.
Therdetailing offhe building is in line
with what'has come to represent
the archifecture and design of
TriBeCa.and Lucky Bread over

the years. This includes selecting
material palettes that require little
to nosfinishings or cladding. as well
as bespoke details unique to the
identity of the.company.
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A box within a box — stacking
volumetric space using new and
existing fabric.

The existing building: The original
building was designed by Philip
Kleijnhans in the late 80s. A
somewhat post-modern rendition,
it'was decided to retain parts of

the mass brick structure of the old
offices and modify it to a later
modernist aesthetic. Minor details,
such as steel balusirades, were kept
to save costs.

Essentially, the new warehouse
space had to be increased to
more than four times the original
size. The old steel structure was
removed, and ftwo main structures
were added. Aesthetically, we
aimed to create the illusion that
the boxes were stacked onto one
another by keeping the parapets
horizontal and concealing the roof
at the back. The steel boxes were
then stacked on the mass brickwork
below.

From a sustainabllity perspective,
all water is harvested from the
roofs and stored in above-ground
tanks. This- water is fillered and

used for various processes on-

siteL. Evaporative coolers use the
harvested water.to cool the space.

The building has been well-crafted
by skilled artisans and contractors,
resulting in a robust product for a
deserving client, hopefully lasting
another 50 years. The client takes
pride in constructing buildings
designed to last beyond the
average lifespan of industrial
factories, which is typically 20 years.
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A young couple, both immersed in the creative
industries—one an artist, the other a media and
brand specialist—commissioned two distinct yet
harmonious additions to their home: A compact,
independent office to support their professional
work, and a doll's house for their daughter,
designed as a playful and imaginative space. The
brief emphasized minimal disruption fo domestic
life and seamless integration info the existing
home environment. The project was delivered
in collaboration with our sister company, Fourt
Revolution, using a rapid and highly digitized
workflow: The design was developed in detail
and modeled in 3D. The Components were

P L Y W O o D manufactured using CNC (Computer Numerical
Conftrol) machines, enabling precision and speed.
A complete plywood structural system was used,

O F F I C E allowing for efficient prefabrication and clean
assembly. 90% of the building was fabricated off-
site in the factory. This allowed for a short on-site
construction period, minimizing disruption fo the
clients’ daily life. The entire project was completed

P R ET O R | A within 8 weeks from the moment we went on site.

62 Commercial Architecture Earthworld 63
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An_alternative approaehto constructingibuildings is through a.simpler and more-efficient method.
This methodiis particularly aimed at small-scale,consiruction, enablingranyore™o build their required”
home, shop, or building using only a few basic tools and minimallabor-The complete plywood
structural system is'meficulously designed and modeled in 3 dimensions:in the architect’s.office.
Subsequently, it is sent to'CNC (computer numerical'confrol) machines for preeise cutting and
manufacturing.of §ite’components, which are\then rapidly assembled on-site. The construction
concept for Ko-Spaza has been in development {or over a year. This idea originated from another
project within.eUr “R&D department.” Whemihe KosSpaza project presented itself, we recognized
~the’opportunity toshewcase our design process.

68 Commercial Architecture




CONCRETE
HOUSE

PRETORIA

An exploration of materials and craft resulted in a
project of which every component was designed,
refined and manufactured by hand. The building is a
result of close collaboration between various craftsmen
and designers. Finding harmony in the passage of

fime and knowledge gained through parallel project
exploration. Apart from the sculptural, Heideggerian
qualities and expressionist character, the conceptual
and formal exploration led to a building which is built
within the city fabric; thus, the positioning of the structure
closer to the street but elevated to be part of the city,
but to also create privacy away from the city. Essentially
an L-shaped building, the building inhabits the site to
realize the entire site’s latent pofential of becoming a
home with infegrated indoor-outdoor spaces. Each with
a distinct relationship fo the building which has been
designed fto activate the site as a HOME.
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Residential Architecture

WATERFALL
HOUSE 1

MIDRAND

This technologically-advancedhome seamlessly’
blends indoor and outdoor spaces. Guests are
encouraged to discover the lively social areas such
as the expansive double volume patio, eco-pool
that flows into a planted pond, framing the scenic
communal lake view, a welcoming living area, and
a bar that opens onto the pool and patio, all while
ensuring the distinct privacy of the overhead space.
The house features a rainwater collection system,
borehole filtration station, and full automation for
lighting, heating, and entertainment, accessible
via cell phone or control panels. This residence
encourages undiscovered possibilities within the
South African architectural scene.
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RUST DE WINTER

BOSVELD FARM
HOUSE

The design called for various living spaces, each
wn character. However, while the House
n a familiar shape of

Earthworld
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~Adjacent to a beautiful public park, the onglnol
_ family home overlooks the Stellenbosch and
~— Jonkershoek mountains opening up the suburban
——— bnc to views. A popular routfe to the Eersterivier
R e asses-by.with access to an-abundance of
oo trails. formountain bikers.and dog'walkers alike.
- Due foifs small corner plot, the-house's square
[ design limited natural light penetration. While
; .= ~== - preserving some original'walls and the footprint,
T R - the new addition’is made up almost entirely of
) iE I— fimber. A corrugated pyramid roof covers.the
cenfral square, emphasizing the essential family
spaces, with surrounding lean-to roofs sheltering a
= {@‘_ traditional-“‘stoep™ that fransforms info openable
- #,selenums.s’rroiengally positioned-for added
privacy and heating during winter warmth.

Earthworld
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e ho@)&g sifsfon a flatf, enclosed residential
si |owifig for:3 courtyards and a large open
lifely) occé%%pﬂng out of a southern wall, the
house's facade actsidiag barrier, featuringsgrecnmaii
screens and select openings creating o largess
open landscape at street viewd A 1:5 volume S
circulation space connects living,and bedroom
areas, adorned with laminatedispface beams and
plywood. The facades exhibit'external walls, built
with a simple flush jointed Clinken bricksialuminium
glass facades with high-performance forthermal
comfort, and floating roofs for stmmer shade.
Finally, the landscape design widis a palettd of a
well-considered indigenous plants and frees.
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HIGHVELD
HOUSE

MIDDELBURG

20

Nestled in the rolling hills of Mpumalanga'’s
Highveld, the home caters to passionate plant
lovers, prioritizing a greenhouse before the house.
The conservatory serves as the main point of entry,
from here one can move freely into the summer
and winter courtyards, the western living wing, and
the eastern bedroom wing.

Operating off the grid, the house employs various
sustainable strategies for thermal efficiency and
reduced carbon footprint. The interior is composed
of natural materials, with stone walls, honed and
polished concrete floors, and bagged washed
masonry walls. The birch plywood ceiling’s light
tone influenced the Scandinavian style evident in
the cabinetry and kitchen design.

Residential Architecture

Earthworld
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1 The house underwent substantjal alterations,
emphasizing spatial clarity by femoving
superficial mass, creating two tereotomic blocks
connected by a transitional space. The building
is a negotiation between; Solid vs Void, Open
Jvs. Closed and Infroverted vsJExiroverted. Thus,
the idea of carving into massfwas explored,
creating very specific openings where light enter
. |the building. A floating fimbgr bridge and floor
unify the space between the two stereotomic
‘|blocks, while a 5.2m glass ogening extend the
fransitional area to the outdbor pool. Materials
used for construction were gelected to maintain a
minimalist yet textured and warm desthetic.

Earthworld




WATERFALL
HOUSE 2

MIDRAND

96

Wrapped around a central courtyard, the
design’s focus was that of place making for a
small family in the context of sweeping estate in
one of Gauteng’s most frenetic areas. With this
kept as the driving intention, respect is sfill paid
to the expansive panoramas over the dam to
the south of the house. The principles applied to
the wrapped massing of the design are carried
through to the materiality of the interior, with
much of the space being clad in plywood,
exuding a visual warmth in a way only timber
can. The communal spaces of the house appear
to float above the far more stereotomic private
areas on the natural ground level.

Residential Architecture

BRICK VAULT
HOUSE

PRETORIA

Earthworld

The brief was simple and open-ended. Design a
house with character, where materials and the
effective use thereof are prevalent. The basic
design parameters set, was to design a “shell”
suitable for future conversion and simple change
as the requirements and lifestyle of the clients
change. Space is articulated with natural light,
let info the main living space through glass walls
on the Western- and Easter Facades. The solids
are only broken where a small door punctures the
Northern Facade. Entering the main living-area
you become aware of the vast space covered
by the membrane-like vault.

97



’d‘_gm'dll'loke within the ex%oms"ive
ssiate of Mooikloof. The design
- Inspirafion was drawn from the seamless L
“ _integration of the lake with the house, which .
= *derved as both a natural backdrop and a | et T ’
picturesque view visible from every room. Three . 2a N
distinct pavilions, each strategically align with the T Ll
lake. While two pavilions were crafted using brick
and concrete, the third pavilion, is constructed
from timber and appears to delicately float
above the second brick structure.
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GROENKLOOF
HOUSE

PRETORIA

Earthworld

The site offers a commanding Northward city
view, which features info the design to optimize
solar access. The southern facade opens towards
Klapperkop, whilst still protecting the client’s
privacy from cyclists and joggers in the nature
reserve. The horizontal planes of the roofs are
cleverly utilized as living terraces. The layout forms
an L-shape configuration while preserving views.
The material palette is kept simple and honest,
consisting of red face brick walls, a concrete super
structure, aluminium, glass and a light-weight steel
roof. Private areas exhibit a more stereotomic
composition, contrasting with the open and
exposed, shared spaces.



HOUSE Z

PRETORIA
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The project was a simple additions and alterations
to a charming 20th Century Baker School
Residence in Waterkloof. The clients made it very
clear that they didn’t want to change the Existing
Structure as it represented all they loved in terms
of the lifestyle they had. A subtle re-interpretation
was required. The basic scheme was to convert
the existing Main Bedroom into a Kitchen, add a
New Main Bedroom and a Veranda that would
also become a unifying element linking the Old
and New Structures.

A "Floating Concrete Block” which doesn’t touch
the original Structure was added to become

the Main Bedroom (en-suite). A Timber Veranda,
slightly overlapping the Existing Structure was
bolted to the Existing Structure and projects into
the Garden, drawing in the Natural Landscape.
The subtle, yet contemporary intervention will
enhance the timeless quality of a beautiful
structure whilst providing the much needed
existential interface the Clients required.

Residential Architecture

Earthworld
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20TH CENTURY
MODERNIST
PRESERVATION

PRETORIA

Earthworld

As we honor South Africa’s architectural heritage,
Earthworld proudly highlights a pioneering project
by Anthony Carden (Tony) Doherty from 1967, a
time coinciding with the Minitoria and Pretoria

Art Museum. Doherty’s intfroduction of aluminium-
framed doors and windows was a bold move that
set a new standard in modern architecture.
Doherty’s innovative use of aluminium framing
allowed for expansive glass panels, integrating
indoor and outdoor spaces and significantly
enhancing both aesthetic and functionality. His
design philosophy, rooted in modernist ideals,
blended harmoniously with South Africa’s unique
context, creating a lasting architectural impact.
In a testament to this legacy, Earthworld recently
completed a meticulous renovation of Doherty’s
masterpiece. The residence was carefully
disassembled, serviced, and reassembled to
honor the original 1967 design.This project not only
preserves but also celebrates the architectural
advancements of Tony Doherty, showcasing

a seamless integration of past and present.
Earthworld remains committed to honoring
architectural heritage through thoughtful
restoration and innovation.
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BUSHVELD
HOUSE

PRETORIA

108

The building is carefully placed as pavilions, nestled amidst
thorn trees, compirises of four interconnected pavilions catering
to living, sleeping, services, and guests forming a combined
unit. Its design encompasses three conceptual elements: the
roof and ceiling emulate the horizontal plane of the acacia
thorn trees providing shade for its inhabitants, “anthill-like”
fireplaces acts as beacons in the landscape, and jagged-
edge stonewall elements mirror the surrounding stone of the
landscape. Notably sustainable, the design integrates effective
glass shading, excessive roof insulation, solar hot water heating,
planted roofs, water harvesting linked to landscape irrigation,
and energy-efficient glazing

Residential Architecture

BUSHVELD
STEEL HOUSE

BOSCHHOEK

Earthworld

Taking inspiration in the work of Jean Prouvé
most of the house's steel structure and infill

was prefabricated of-site, greatly reducing
construction time and allowing use of materials &
techniques rarely used outside urban areas. The
home is mostly constructed of a light tectonic
structure with a small part as a stereotomic brick
structure to the south. The prefabricated glass and
light wall infill system encloses the living spaces.
As the site is located among the Waterberg
mountains — the clients were excited about the
contemporary design as not to challenge the
natural beauty, but to allow for awesome vistas.
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Wall Street crhigh=enaoUsing development

e v__..--v“""" "-'lFFATE;hen Park, Pretoria, holistically integrates

WALL STREET
RESIDENTIAL

PRETORIA

natural surroundings info its design, setting it

apart from neighbouring developments. The
street elevation explores the use of raw materials
that timelessly perches it amongst its neighbours.
When standing in the main communal yard of the
complex one is reminded of the spatial qualities
of ‘'The Salk Institute’, each entrance, pergola,
balcony or even carport visible within the yard, is
an accentuated threshold alluding to the more
private spaces beyond it. Bold masonry panels
cut through the building to articulate each unit.
Robust concrete beams define each balcony/
planted garage roofs while airy steel and fimber
carports delicately float above the entrances. The
interiors boast the same raw materials once again
discreetly alluding to the organization of space.

Earthworld
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F I_ O AT I N G This project belongs to a body of work where the

relationship between structure, the impact on a

site and the architect’s role as mediator between
C O N C R E T E landscape and man was explored. The entire site
should become the actual dwelling. The structure
must merely reinforce the latent potential of the
R O O F site, ordering nature just enough to facilitate
dwelling. The constraints of the project created
an interesting interplay between the size of the

house, requiring 4 bedrooms to house the family,
and the compact nature of the estate in which

LY N N W O O D R | D G E the project finds itself situated.
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BROOKLYN

THAI
RESIDENCE

The Official Residence of the Ambassador of
Thailand, historically known as “Brooklyn House,”
is a landmark property in Pretoria with significant
architectural and political heritage. Originally
built in the early 1930s and later expanded, the
residence has housed prominent South African
figures and hosted pivotal political events. The
Royal Thai Embassy has commissioned Earthworld
Architects to modernize and expand the residence
while preserving its historic character. The project
aims to create a contemporary, functional home
that respects and highlights the building’s original
features.

The design retains and celebrates the historic
exterior shell and roof gables, while infroducing
a contemporary “box” structure within the roof,
clad in timber slats. This new element confrasts
with and complements the original architecture.
The northern masonry walls are replaced with
glass sliding doors, enhancing the connection
between indoor and outdoor spaces and
maximizing enjoyment of the extensive gardens.
The “box” structure is constructed from Cross
Laminated Timber (CLT), a highly innovative and
sustainable engineered wood product. CLT was
selected for its exceptional strength-to-weight
ratio, allowing for a lightweight structure that
does not require additional foundations and can
be rapidly assembled atop the existing building.
This approach minimized disruption to the historic
residence and expedited the construction process.
Notably, this project represents one of the largest
applications of CLT in South Africa, setting a new
benchmark for sustainable building practices

in the region. This approach balances heritage
conservation with modern living. The intervention
is infentionally distinct yet respectful, highlighting
the original building’s character while providing
21st-century amenifies. The new elements are
visually and functionally integrated, ensuring the
residence remains a prestfigious and comfortable
home for future ambassadors.
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With little intervention to the spatial layout and the exi il of stru
been converted into-a beautiful living-space. TF\‘EFGI.QQph Fthe |n’rerven’r|on is the double-volume

space created by an exposed fruss roof sfruciure and surro de by patios to cre‘&Te an effortless— .

transition between internal and externalt ||V|r"@fspaces — creating me Tho.t rmorgo’res very well with the
client’s typical South African outdoor life-styledThe architecture i |s a showp ‘&&CSEVemon of the
unoriginal into something that is exciting and dehgh?fLﬂ. AW '
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CSCC DREAM
HOUSE

MOOIKLOOF

124

Children’s Dream Home is envisioned as a
nurfuring residence for an orphanage in the

east of Pretoria. Commissioned by the CSCC
Church, the goal was to create a home that truly
embodies the warmth and connection of family
living. The design proposal called for a modular
structure that could be constructed rapidly—within
just eight weeks from start to finish—minimizing
disruption and providing immediate benefit to the
children.

Children’s Dream Home exemplifies this vision,
showcasing both architectural innovation and
environmental responsibility. Designed as a low-
maintenance, cost-effective three-bedroom
home, it features thoughtful spatial planning
and the creative use of materials. The exterior

is wrapped in corrugated sheeting, lending

the house a cohesive, contemporary industrial
aesthetic while ensuring durability and ease of
upkeep. The use of plywood not only reduces costs
but also supports sustainable building practices.

Residential Architecture

Earthworld
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TULBAGH

HOUSE ALTO

Nestled in the mountain amphitheater of the
Groot Winterhoek Mountain Peak in Tulbagh, is the
Alfo Bioreserve. Alto house pays homage to the
site, hovering above the site on 6 concrete piers,
allowing the natural site fo continue under the
building.

A sustainable building is passively designed to
welcome the winter sun and exclude the summer
heat gain. The home has a low ecological impact,
built with environmentally sound materials with

a low carbon footprint. The doors and windows
that are double glazed with underfloor heating for
winter comfort. The farm uses solar power although
provision has been made for the installation of a
hydroelectric generator and turbine. The interior
of the house is wonderfully light with stone floors
and large glass window systems to enjoy the sun
and the spectacular views.
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me, reuse, recycle - these are the

SusS ability buzzwords. However, when it

T R A I LW O L F come rocLicolIy applying these principles,
it is not s executed in exciting new ways.
At Trom, a retail outlet and bicycle

workshop situa along the Wolwespruit Cycling
g Trail, using recyclMoTeriols in unconventional
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The Skukuza Rest Camp, located on the

south-western edge of the Kruger National s K u K U Z A

Park, is not only familiar and-well-loved by

many South Africans-but also by numerous

infernational visitors. The local Tsonga and Swazi s F A R I Lo D G E
communities’ use of colorand clothing was

the major inspiration for th&gterior design. For

example, pendant lights takée t
the movement of the Tsonga'’s skirts

| ’rradifi.onol donces: The inTQrior bec me's K R U G E R N AT | O N A |_ P A R K :

a welcome retfreat after a
beautiful surroundings.

Earthworld
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In an increasingly digital world, authenticity holds
great significance. The desite for handmade,
personalized artisan products over mass-produced
goods is growing, reflecting a preference for
simplicity and genuine experiences. TriBeCa
Restaurant’s design philosophy embraces this

d. The restaurant’s layout, reminiscent of

e American diners, fosters a close connection
efs and diners, emphasizing the
Yoassion and C hind each dish and drink.
A Welcoming threshold"feereiss
outdoor.area to the inviting, warm core of the
restaurant, characterized by wood and steel

{ B R O O K LY N elements.

Earthworld



TRIBECA
STANDARD

LYNNWOOD BRIDGE
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Design inspiration has been drawn from the
experience of walking down the streets of New
York. Upon entering the space, one finds a
steel structure adorned with an amalgamation
of materials and furniture pieces that convey
both comfort and charm simultaneously. The
selection of interesting and tactile materials
mirrors Tribeca's menu, which presents an array
of flavors, tastes, and textures. The notion of
authenticity and quality is not only prevalent

in the food and drink but also in the custom,
handmade interior elements, such as the files
and lights that were sourced from old telephone
poles, and the glass tubes used in laboratories.

Commercial Interiors

TRIBECA MALL
OF AFRICA

MIDRAND

Earthworld

TriBeCa's design is reminiscent of the food and
drink it offers, resonating with the clientele’s
longing for quality and authenticity. The tactility
of the space, coupled with meticulous attention
to detail, offers an escape from the rather bland
mall environment. It is the perfect sefting to

enjoy the best that life has to offer. The owners
demonstrated a particularly keen eye for
materials, texture, and proportion, and the use

of found objects played an important role in the
creation of these ‘meaningful things’. All branded
objects, including crockery, furniture, and lighting,
were lovingly handmade by skilled artists and
arfisans.




LUCKY BREAD
MALL OF
AFRICA

MIDRAND
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As designers, we were taken through a process of
making something meaningful. We gave careful
consideration to locally made, handcrafted
products and the process of creating objects
that could potentially last a century. Our value
system, post-2008, is slowly shifting to accepting
the qualities of slowly created objects over mass-
produced, fast-made products.” - “Time is no
more money than artichokes are angels.

Commercial Interiors

Earthworld
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LUCKY BREAD
BROOKLYN

BROOKLYN MALL
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The conceptual narrative took its cues from the
1938 Richard Dreyfuss-designed NYC Hudson
streamlined steam-powered modern train.

These new machines were faster, slicker, and
more streamlined, illustrating the dawn of a new
modern age. The food and coffee stall under the
escalatoris an object crafted out of mild steel,
brass, tfimber, and leather. The steel machine

is the hero, and pages of carefully considered
details brought the steel together.

Commercial Interiors

LUCKY BREAD
MIDSTREAM

MIDSTREAM ESTATE

Earthworld

Each new Lucky Bread has a unique conceptual
approach and design, reminiscent of those
before. It is a small intervention in a larger

bicycle shop, seemingly insignificant. Essentially,

it comprises merely a counter, infroduced to

the space as part of the Lucky Bread offering,
accompanied by a few tables and chairs.
Functionally, the counter serves as both a kitchen
and a space to display Lucky Bread's unique fresh
products. The materials used are simple: painted
mild steel and raw Jacaranda timber. Despite the
small scale of the intervention, we endeavored
to do justice to this minor project through careful
detailing and excellent craftsmanship.
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The concept for the new Nando's P R ETO R | A

drive-through at the Castle Gate
Shopping Centre was rooted in
the intention to increase brand ]
visibility while simultaneously setting : N A N D O S
it apart from other generic drive-
ough offerings. The slanted shape
e roof tower inspired the use C A s T I_ E G A T E
ngles as a design feafure, :
g elements in both the .
nishes and interior design.

were used to vertically
estrian entrance of the

core. In the
r shape inspired

against the
interior, the tri

bulkhead. This oxblo
is used to draw patro
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Nando's Savannah Mall, located

in Rolokwane; has a rich cultural
backdrop from*which fo draw:design
inspiration. The concept for the
interior was derived from extensive
research info the crafts, clothing,
and traditions of the Northern Sotho
andTsonga ethnicities. This research
culminated in the choice to combine
strong geometric shapes withia
palette of red, yellow, and.green

for the refurbishment of the ‘casa.

The designiis intricate, showcasing a
rope screen, flared timber bulkhead,
and a contemporary interpretation
of a checkerboard tile floor. The end
result is an.interior space that exudes
=@ sense of w?rmfh and hygge.

POLOKWANE

NANDO'S
SAVANNAH
MALL
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NANDO'’S
QUEENSTOWN

EASTERN CAPE

148
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This small but spicy casa revamp was
completed in early 2020. An unexpected warm
color palette of muted terracotta and hues

of emerald green is combined effortlessly with
hints of vibrant color in pendants, upholstery,
signage, and door hardware. Handmade
coloured concrete tiles are featured on the
order counter and accent walls to add layers
of warmth and texture.

Angular patterns are introduced in subtle
elements, such as backrest strap details and
diagonally cut floor tiles. The bold artwork
selection is complemented by monochromatic
pendants, wall lights, and wall finish patterns.
By including a large natural timber slatted

wall and light timber furniture accents, the
hints of vibrant color are balanced. The aim to
achieve a fun yet contemporary space with a
good sense of flow.

Commercial Interiors

NANDO’S
TUBATSE
CROSSING

BURGERSFORT

Earthworld

The concept for the refurbishment of Nando's
Tubatse Crossing in Burgersfort, located in the
former Lebowa territory, drew inspiration from the
pattern, color, and flair of the local community’s
vibrantly decorated housing. Angular patterns
were infroduced by means of handmade tiles

to the order counter and steel privacy screens,
allin lively shades of green, yellow, and orange.
The green and white handmade files dispersing
against a green painted wall are a strong feature
upon entering the restaurant, and a beaded
mirror from Sithabe African Craft becomes a focal
point in the restrooms. Terrazzo tiles, terracotta
pendants, and kiaat timber provide natural
texture and movement, complementing the

art and furniture selection from South African
craftsmen. All these design features contribute to
a unigue dining experience.
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NANDO’S
HILLCREST

HILLCREST

150

The eclectic and creative energy of Nando's
design approach is infectious, generating great
excitement at the beginning of each new
project. Nando’s Hillcrest, located in KwaZulu-
Natal, was no exception. The concept's
inspiration draws from the province’s lush
botanical landscape and the authentic African
flair of the Zulu community.

Seated beneath a timber canopy, patrons are
immersed in a space adorned with printed
fimber wall panels, rope weaving, and vibrant
handmade tiles. Additionally, the interior
boasts a striking monochromatic pattern, a
design contribution from one of Nando’s young
designers, Primrose Charmz

Commercial Interiors

NANDO’S
COMARO
CROSSING

JOHANNESBURG

Earthworld

Nando’s strong commitment to advancing South
African design leads to exciting collaborations
between designers. True to Nando's distinctive
flavor, this Southern Jozi casa boasts a rich
creative synergy and an inviting interior. The
building’s rounded facade is accentuated by a
circular bench with a rope backrest beneath a
timber spoke bulkhead, set on a reclaimed timber
parquet floor.

Existing chairs were upcycled with vibrant paint
and woven rope to seamlessly integrate as
dynamic elements within the new interior. The
African aesthetic fosters an authentic experience
forits diverse clientele.
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The refurbishment of Capital Radiology's imaging
department at Life Groenkloof Hospital required
extensive planning and a deep understanding
of patient experience. The client requested a
fimeless interior that would resonate with all
patients and establish a cohesive aesthetic across
all their practices. Recognizing that medical
imaging can be a stressful experience, the
design aimed to create a soothing and calming
C A P I T A I_ environment to support patient well-being.
The interior was guided by a minimalist palette,
where neutral fones of grey and brown were
R A D I O I. O G Y favored over bold colours to evoke calm and
relaxation. The simplicity of the space was
L I F E enriched through fine detailing, including,
custom-cut patterns in timber panels, recessed
lighting for soft, ambient illumination and leather
G R O E N K L O O F and upholstered benches for comfort and
warmth. The result is a refined, franquil interior
that fransforms the clinical experience into a
welcoming and dignified journey. The design
not only enhances patient comfort but also

establishes a visual identity that can be carried
G R O E N K LO O F out through all Capital Radiology practices.

152 Commercial Interiors Earthworld 153
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