


MANIFESTO

In pursuit of beauty ... a single brush stroke should suffice.

a building should be simple; yet provocative and dynamic.

...a building should be an emotional experience

...move you

...technology and program guide the process

...a building defines the inhabitant’s relationship to the world itself..,
the way it's entered...

an existential reference...

space should embrace technology, culture, style,
nafure and context

space should...
...pay homage to the site,
...have respect for function,
...embrace the natural and humanmade order,
...be harmonious with nature and climate
...pay service to aesthetic values...
Proportion, Light, Shade, Mood, Texture, Atmosphere
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The brief called for the design of an environment
that would facilitate and enhance transdisciplinary
research within the African context. The facility
should be a place where collective research is
done with a strong focus on science leadership
development. The Hub is a space where the whole
campus can congregate, eat, and share ideas.

A complete plywood structural portal system

- designed in detail and modeled three-
dimensionally in the architect’s offices, and then
sent to CNC (Computer Numerical Conftrol)
Machines for cutting and manufacturing of site
components, and then rapidly assembled on-site.

Future Africa is to provide an integrated live-work
environment for postdoctoral students from all
cultures and backgrounds, fostering fellowship,
understanding, and collaboration among the
vast diversity of cultures and disciplines on our
continent.

The facility consists of 280 one, two, and three-
bedroom living units with four communal living
and cooking areas and a creche. Additionally,
it includes a Central Hall (Future Africa Hub), a
Research Commons, and a Conference Facility
(250-seater auditorium with two 50-seater multi-
purpose rooms and six break-away room:s, all
linked to the auditorium and doubling up as
translation booths).

The environment resulting from the development
must foster community, ownership, participation,
and thought intfegration through spatial
fransparency, democracy, and choice. The
conventional approach at universities calls for
clusters of buildings with some shared facilities
central to the residential units, which sfill creates
islands and isolation. The reimagining of this
typology called for centralized spaces for
interaction, which would facilitate collaboration,
cultural interaction, and friendship. Central to the
collaboration/communal facilities are food and
its preparation. With the vast cultural diversity

on our continent, the idea of sharing thoughts
around “dinner tables” was at the core of the
organization. The landscape design also formed
part of the system by reintroducing 56 orphan
crops and allowing foraging to explore alternative
cuisines and creative interaction around new
tastes, textures, and colours.

FUTURE AFRICA
HUB

PRETORIA
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Public Architecture

PRETORIA

ROYAL
THAI
EMBASSY

The aristocratic dwelling was built af
the beginning of the 20th century.
The original features include a

grand timber staircase, numerous
ornate fireplaces, built-in classical
joinery, and a grand room with
exposed detailed trusses. The design
approach was to peel back the
layers of add-ons and identify,
preserve, and restore precious
heritage fabric, such as fireplaces,
brass ironmongery, picture rails,
doors, louvers, joinery, and timber
floors. The new addition’s aesthetic is
distinctively modern, showcasing the
juxtaposition between the new and
the old.

The main objective was to
modernize the entire building from
an energy-efficiency and building-
services perspective, infroducing
and upgrading artificial lighting,
mechanical ventilation, and IT
infrastructure. A custom timber

free pergola was added to the
existing main courtyard, allowing for
additional public space that can
be used year-round. We closely
collaborated with the clients,
incorporating symbolic Thai patterns
onto the hanging panels to create a
sense of ownership for the building’s
current inhabitants. The project’s
end result is a sensitive fusion of
opposites: a marriage between old
and new, between an old home and
a contemporary office, becoming

a flagship representation of what a
21st-century embassy in South Africa
should embody.

Earthworld
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HIGH
COMMISION
OF CANADA
SOLAR

PRETORIA
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Public Architecture

Earthworld Architects has undertaken a wide
range of engineering-integrated architectural
projects, with a strong focus on sustainable
energy solutions, including solar photovoltaic
(PV) systems and hydroelectric power plants.

A key philosophy in their infrastructure work is

the seamless integration of engineering and
architectural design. This approach ensures that
fechnical systems are not merely functional

but also contribute to a cohesive and inclusive
spatial experience—avoiding the appearance of
being overly “engineered.”One such project is a
microgrid system designed for an embassy, which
infegrates new photovoltaic panels and inverters
with the existing power infrastructure, including
backup generators. To house the solar panels,

a series of steel carport roofs were designed.
These structures take the form of stylized, free-like
steel frames, offering both structural efficiency
and architectural expression. The result is a solar
installation that is not only functional but also
visually symbolic of growth, sustainability, and
innovation.

Public Architecture

Earthworld
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Earthworld

PRETORIA EAST

|-CAT OFFICES

In essence, a building should be sustainable on

all three levels: ecological, social, and economic.
The brief from the client required a building that
could showcase sustainability concepfts - the
values that I-Cat embraces. The design of I-CAT's
new offices and warehouse aims to perform on all
these levels of sustainability. Passive design systems
such as orientation, shading, natural ventilation,
and lighting were carefully considered to create a
strong foundation for the building’s sustainability.
These systems ensure a broader comfort zone for
users. The building’s envelope is oriented directly
to the north, and a courtyard was created on

the southern side to further moderate the climate
during summer. The northern overhang allows for
winter heat gain and summer shading, while the
southern facade permits ample natural light.

A grid-tied photovoltaic system was designed

to meet the day-to-day energy demands of the
building. Rainwater from the roofs is collected

and stored in a large underground water tank
buried in the courtyard. All water is pumped from
the tanks to a water filiration plant located in

the warehouse. The design aftempts to minimize
building maintenance, and natural materials were
prioritized. A monolithic face brick wall creates

a bold street facade that is broken up with a
punched steel window frame, further enhanced
by special bricks that form an integrated patternin
the brick facade.

A horizontal concrete box frames the glazing on
the northern facade, serving as a light shelf, and
also profrudes inward to act as desk shelving. A
fimber pole and thermo-treated pine pergola
structure float above the southern courtyard,
which is planted with grass blocks and low water-
usage plants, and further enriched with timber
decks and a linear koi pond. The fever trees
planted in the courtyard will eventually grow
through the pergola structure. A spiral staircase
extends from here to the roof garden, providing an
aerial overview of the pergola and courtyard.
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PLYWOOD
OFFICE

PRETORIA
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A young couple, both immersed in the creative
industries—one an artist, the other a media and
brand specialist—commissioned two distinct yet
harmonious additions to their home: A compact,
independent office to support their professional
work, and a doll's house for their daughter,
designed as a playful and imaginative space. The
brief emphasized minimal disruption fo domestic
life and seamless integration info the existing
home environment. The project was delivered

in collaboration with our sister company, Fourt
Revolution, using a rapid and highly digitized
workflow: The design was developed in detail

and modeled in 3D. The Components were
manufactured using CNC (Computer Numerical
Conftrol) machines, enabling precision and speed.
A complete plywood structural system was used,
allowing for efficient prefabrication and clean
assembly. 90% of the building was fabricated off-
site in the factory. This allowed for a short on-site
constfruction period, minimizing disruption fo the
clients’ daily life. The entire project was completed
within 8 weeks from the moment we went on site.

Commercial Architecture

Earthworld
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Residential Architecture

CONCRETE
HOUSE

PRETORIA

Earthworld

An exploration of materials and craft resulted in a
project of which every component was designed,
refined and manufactured by hand. The building is a
result of close collaboration between various craftsmen
and designers. Finding harmony in the passage of

time and knowledge gained through parallel project
exploration. Apart from the sculptural, Heideggerian
qualities and expressionist character, the conceptual
and formal exploration led to a building which is built
within the city fabric; thus, the positioning of the structure
closer to the street but elevated to be part of the city,
but to also create privacy away from the city. Essentially
an L-shaped building, the building inhabits the site to
realize the entire site’s latent potential of becoming a
home with infegrated indoor-outdoor spaces. Each with
a distinct relationship to the building which has been
designed to activate the site as a HOME.
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HIGHVELD
HOUSE

MIDDELBURG

20

Nestled in the rolling hills of Mpumalanga'’s
Highveld, the home caters to passionate plant
lovers, prioritizing a greenhouse before the house.
The conservatory serves as the main point of entry,
from here one can move freely into the summer
and winter courtyards, the western living wing, and
the eastern bedroom wing.

Operating off the grid, the house employs various
sustainable strategies for thermal efficiency and
reduced carbon footprint. The interior is composed
of natural materials, with stone walls, honed and
polished concrete floors, and bagged washed
masonry walls. The birch plywood ceiling’s light
tone influenced the Scandinavian style evident in
the cabinetry and kitchen design.

Residential Architecture

Earthworld
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WATERFALL
HOUSE 2

MIDRAND
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Wrapped around a central courtyard, the
design's focus was that of place making for a
small family in the context of sweeping estate in
one of Gauteng's most frenetic areas. With this
kept as the driving intention, respect is still paid
to the expansive panoramas over the dam to
the south of the house. The principles applied to
the wrapped massing of the design are carried
through to the materiality of the interior, with
much of the space being clad in plywood,
exuding a visual warmth in a way only timber
can. The communal spaces of the house appear
to float above the far more stereotomic private
areas on the natural ground level.

Residential Architecture

BRICK VAULT
HOUSE

PRETORIA

Earthworld

The brief was simple and open-ended. Design a
house with character, where materials and the
effective use thereof are prevalent. The basic
design parameters set, was to design a “shell”
suitable for future conversion and simple change
as the requirements and lifestyle of the clients
change. Space is articulated with natural light,
let into the main living space through glass walls
on the Western- and Easter Facades. The solids
are only broken where a small door punctures the
Northern Facade. Entering the main living-area
you become aware of the vast space covered
by the membrane-like vault.
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Residential Architecture

GROENKLOOF
HOUSE

PRETORIA

Earthworld

The site offers a commanding Northward city
view, which features into the design to optimize
solar access. The southern facade opens towards
Klapperkop, whilst still protecting the client’s
privacy from cyclists and joggers in the nature
reserve. The horizontal planes of the roofs are
cleverly utilized as living terraces. The layout forms
an L-shape configuration while preserving views.
The material palette is kept simple and honest,
consisting of red face brick walls, a concrete super
structure, aluminium, glass and a light-weight steel
roof. Private areas exhibit a more stereotomic
composition, contrasting with the open and
exposed, shared spaces.



HOUSE Z

PRETORIA

102

The project was a simple additions and alterations
to a charming 20th Century Baker School
Residence in Waterkloof. The clients made it very
clear that they didn’t want to change the Existing
Structure as it represented all they loved in terms
of the lifestyle they had. A subtle re-interpretation
was required. The basic scheme was to convert
the existing Main Bedroom into a Kitchen, add a
New Main Bedroom and a Veranda that would
also become a unifying element linking the Old
and New Structures.

A "Floating Concrete Block” which doesn’t touch
the original Structure was added to become

the Main Bedroom (en-suite). A Timber Veranda,
slightly overlapping the Existing Structure was
bolted to the Existing Structure and projects into
the Garden, drawing in the Natural Landscape.
The subtle, yet contemporary intervention will
enhance the timeless quality of a beautiful
structure whilst providing the much needed
existential interface the Clients required.

Residential Architecture

Earthworld
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20TH CENTURY
MODERNIST
PRESERVATION

PRETORIA

Earthworld

As we honor South Africa’s architectural heritage,
Earthworld proudly highlights a pioneering project
by Anthony Carden (Tony) Doherty from 1967, a
time coinciding with the Minitoria and Pretoria

Art Museum. Doherty’s intfroduction of aluminium-
framed doors and windows was a bold move that
set a new standard in modern architecture.
Doherty’s innovative use of aluminium framing
allowed for expansive glass panels, integrating
indoor and outdoor spaces and significantly
enhancing both aesthetic and functionality. His
design philosophy, rooted in modernist ideals,
blended harmoniously with South Africa’s unique
context, creating a lasting architectural impact.
In a testament to this legacy, Earthworld recently
completed a meticulous renovation of Doherty's
masterpiece. The residence was carefully
disassembled, serviced, and reassembled to
honor the original 1967 design.This project not only
preserves but also celebrates the architectural
advancements of Tony Doherty, showcasing

a seamless integration of past and present.
Earthworld remains committed to honoring
architectural heritage through thoughtful
restoration and innovation.
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BUSHVELD
HOUSE

PRETORIA
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The building is carefully placed as pavilions, nestled amidst
thorn trees, compirises of four interconnected pavilions catering
to living, sleeping, services, and guests forming a combined
unit. Its design encompasses three conceptual elements: the
roof and ceiling emulate the horizontal plane of the acacia
thorn trees providing shade for its inhabitants, “anthill-like”
fireplaces acts as beacons in the landscape, and jagged-
edge stonewall elements mirror the surrounding stone of the
landscape. Notably sustainable, the design integrates effective
glass shading, excessive roof insulation, solar hot water heating,
planted roofs, water harvesting linked to landscape irrigation,
and energy-efficient glazing

Residential Architecture

BUSHVELD
STEEL HOUSE

BOSCHHOEK

Earthworld

Taking inspiration in the work of Jean Prouvé
most of the house's steel structure and infill

was prefabricated of-site, greatly reducing
construction time and allowing use of materials &
techniques rarely used outside urban areas. The
home is mostly constructed of a light tectonic
structure with a small part as a stereotomic brick
structure to the south. The prefabricated glass and
light wall infill system encloses the living spaces.
As the site is located among the Waterberg
mountains — the clients were excited about the
contemporary design as not to challenge the
natural beauty, but to allow for awesome vistas.
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FLOATING
CONCRETE
ROOF

LYNNWOOD RIDGE

112

This project belongs to a body of work where the
relationship between structure, the impact on a
site and the architect’s role as mediator between
landscape and man was explored. The entire site
should become the actual dwelling. The structure
must merely reinforce the latent potential of the
site, ordering nature just enough to facilitate
dwelling. The constraints of the project created
an interesting interplay between the size of the
house, requiring 4 bedrooms to house the family,
and the compact nature of the estate in which
the project finds itself situated.

Residential Architecture

Earthworld
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Earthworld

BROOKLYN

THAI
RESIDENCE

The Official Residence of the Ambassador of
Thailand, historically known as “Brooklyn House,”
is a landmark property in Pretoria with significant
architectural and political heritage. Originally
built in the early 1930s and later expanded, the
residence has housed prominent South African
figures and hosted pivotal political events. The
Royal Thai Embassy has commissioned Earthworld
Architects to modernize and expand the residence
while preserving its historic character. The project
aims to create a contemporary, functional home
that respects and highlights the building’s original
features.

The design retains and celebrates the historic
exterior shell and roof gables, while intfroducing
a contemporary “box" structure within the roof,
clad in timber slats. This new element confrasts
with and complements the original architecture.
The northern masonry walls are replaced with
glass sliding doors, enhancing the connection
between indoor and outdoor spaces and
maximizing enjoyment of the extensive gardens.
The “box” structure is constructed from Cross
Laminated Timber (CLT), a highly innovative and
sustainable engineered wood product. CLT was
selected for its exceptional strength-to-weight
ratio, allowing for a lightweight structure that
does not require additional foundations and can
be rapidly assembled atop the existing building.
This approach minimized disruption to the historic
residence and expedited the construction process.
Notably, this project represents one of the largest
applications of CLT in South Africa, setting a new
benchmark for sustainable building practices

in the region. This approach balances heritage
conservation with modern living. The intervention
is infentionally distinct yet respectful, highlighting
the original building’s character while providing
21st-century amenities. The new elements are
visually and functionally integrated, ensuring the
residence remains a prestigious and comfortable
home for future ambassadors.
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CSCC DREAM
HOUSE

MOOIKLOOF

124

Children’s Dream Home is envisioned as a
nurturing residence for an orphanage in the

east of Pretoria. Commissioned by the CSCC
Church, the goal was to create a home that fruly
embodies the warmth and connection of family
living. The design proposal called for a modular
structure that could be constructed rapidly—within
just eight weeks from start to finish—minimizing
disruption and providing immediate benefit to the
children.

Children’s Dream Home exemplifies this vision,
showcasing both architectural innovation and
environmental responsibility. Designed as a low-
maintenance, cost-effective three-bedroom
home, it features thoughtful spatial planning
and the creative use of materials. The exterior

is wrapped in corrugated sheeting, lending

the house a cohesive, contemporary industrial
aesthetic while ensuring durability and ease of
upkeep. The use of plywood not only reduces costs
but also supports sustainable building practices.

Residential Architecture

Earthworld
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TULBAGH

HOUSE ALTO

Nestled in the mountain amphitheater of the
Groot Winterhoek Mountain Peak in Tulbagh, is the
Alto Bioreserve. Alfo house pays homage to the
site, hovering above the site on 6 concrete piers,
allowing the natural site to continue under the
building.

A sustainable building is passively designed o
welcome the winter sun and exclude the summer
heat gain. The home has a low ecological impact,
built with environmentally sound materials with

a low carbon footprint. The doors and windows
that are double glazed with underfloor heating for
winter comfort. The farm uses solar power although
provision has been made for the installation of a
hydroelectric generator and turbine. The interior
of the house is wonderfully light with stone floors
and large glass window systems to enjoy the sun
and the spectacular views.
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